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children such that observers might refer to them as “friends” rather than parents.  
For example, parents may show their affection by giving in to their child’s tantrums in 
the grocery line and buying candy, or they may ground their adolescent but not monitor 
whether the teenager is home.

•• Uninvolved parenting lacks both control and responsiveness. Parents typically are 
unaware of their child’s behavior, friends, difficulties, or achievements. For example, a 
parent may not know when reports come home from school or may be unable to name 
his or her child’s friends. These parents are at risk of being neglectful or abusive. 

Research studies consistently link authoritative parenting with positive outcomes. 
Children and adolescents with authoritative parents tend to have higher levels of healthy 
adjustment and fewer mental health issues or problem behaviors (De la Torre-Cruz, García-
Linares, & Casanova-Arias, 2014; Luyckx et al., 2011; Windle et al., 2010). However, 
the optimal parenting style may depend on the broader cultural context within which the 
parents and children are living. Specifically, authoritarian parenting may be important for 
deterring antisocial behavior among young adolescents residing in low-income neighbor-
hoods with high rates of unemployment and an insufficient police presence (Eamon, 2001; 
Shek, 2005).

How do parenting practices interact with the school system? Remember that an interac-
tion between two microsystems—in this case family and school—is called the mesosystem. 
The interaction between the family and school microsystems is evident because authori-
tative parenting is related to academic benefits among a variety of ethnic groups for both  
elementary-age students and high school students (Kang & Moore, 2011; Mandara, 2006; 
Nyarko, 2011; Pong, Johnston, & Chen, 2009). For example, students with authoritative 
parents tend to have higher achievement and better attitudes toward school, spend more 
time on homework, are more engaged with teachers and learning, and have lower levels 
of maladaptive behavior in the classroom (Duchesne & Ratelle, 2010; Simons-Morton & 
Chen, 2009; Walker & Hoover-Dempsey, 2006). Teachers are unlikely to be able to change 
the parenting practices a student experiences at home, but they can gain much insight into 
the reasons for children’s and adolescents’ behaviors in the classroom based on knowledge 
about those parenting practices.

TABLE 2.1      Baumrind’s Parenting Practices

RESPONSIVENESS

HIGH LOW

HIGH Authoritative Authoritarian

Limits are set and rules are enforced, but parents are 
flexible when necessary. Parents and children exhibit 
a high level of emotional connectedness.

Limits are set and rules are enforced, yet emotional 
connectedness is lacking. Parents are inflexible, unable 
to bend the rules in special or unusual circumstances.

Permissive Uninvolved

Parents either do not set rules for behavior or do not 
enforce established rules. However, parents do have 
a close connection to their children.

Parenting lacks both control and responsiveness. 
Parents typically are unaware of their child’s behavior, 
friends, difficulties, or achievements.
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